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NORTHERN VIRGINIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
ENDORSES TRANSPORTATION REFERENDUM

At its evening business meeting on October 3, 2002, the Northern Virginia
Transportation Commission (NVTC) joined a growing number of local and
regional agencies and organizations by endorsing the November 5%
transportation sales tax referendum. NVTC’s board consists of 18 state
and local elected officials (and the director of the Virginia Department of
Rail and Public Transportation) from six jurisdictions (the cities of
Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church and the counties of Arlington, Fairfax
and Loudoun). NVTC is chaired by Chris Zimmerman, who also chairs the
boards of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and
Arlington County.

The commission cited three reasons for urging voters to approve the half-
percent increase in the sales tax:

» First, all of the money raised by the sales tax will be spent
in Northern Virginia. The newly created Northern Virginia
Transportation Authority will decide how to spend the $5
billion proceeds over the next 20 years.

» Second, over 40 percent of the costs for the projects listed
in the referendum are for transit. For example, the Virginia
Railway Express (VRE) which is co-owned by NVTC, has
been experiencing annual growth in ridership of almost 20
percent. VRE will receive $100 million for new railcars if
the voters approve the referendum.

e Third, the new sales tax revenues will make a real
difference in the lives of Northern Virginia’s citizens. Each
new transit rider saves almost five pounds of NOx
emissions in a year, which is vitally important for a region
struggling to achieve clean air targets and avoid losing
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metro N.Va. Sales Tax Referendum

In the News

Voters Reject Roads Tax: Defeat Is
a Major Loss for Gov, Warner (Post,
Nov, 6, 2002)

Vote Puts N.Va. in a Bind, Officials

Say: Lawmakers See Challenge in
Finding Funds for Dulles Corridor,

Statement From Gov. Warner on
fote (washingtonpost.com,

Nov. 5, 2002; 9:30 PM)

Ehriich, Van Hollen Win (Posr, Nov.
35, 2002; 11:24 PM)

Rallies, Fliers On N.Va. Tax Exhort
Voters in Last Hours (Post, Nov, 3,
2002)

Vote: Tax Referendum,
Congressional Baces Head Va.
Ballot (Past, Nov. 4, 2002 12:23 PM)

Referendum With Repercussions:
N.Va. Debate Ranges Far Beyond
Transportation and Taxes (Post, Nov.
4, 2002}

Gilmore Says N.Va. Tax s
Unjustified: GCP Leaders, Activists

Primer

If passed, the Nov. 5
regionai referendum
would increase the non-
food sales tax by half a
cent to raise meney for transportation.

Evolution of Virginia's Sales Tax

The sales tax rate grew to 4 ¥z cants per
dolflar over 20 years. Northern Virginians
will vote on whether to make it 5 cents,

+ 1966: A 2 percent saies tax is ¢created.
Half of the money goes to the state
general fund, and haif goes to school
systems based on school-age population.

* 1966; The state authorizes local
governments to impose an additional 1
cent per dollar sales tax, which would be
collected by the state and immediately
returned to local treasuries. All
jurisdictions do so.

¢ 1968: The state increases its portioen of
the original sales tax by 1 cent, doubling
the amount of sales tax revenue that
goes to the state's general fund.

¢ 1986: Sales tax is increased by a half-
cent per dollar, with proceeds going to
the newly created Transportation Trust
Fund.

it's Not About the Money: Referendum Tests Attitudes Toward State (Post,

Nov. 3, 2002}

Transportation Tax Battle Sharpens: Warner Says Foes Offer No Solutions;

They Cry Demagoguery (Past, Nov. 2, 2002)

Gov. Warner Continues Push for Tax Vote (Post, Nov. 1, 2002; 3:05 PM)

Warner Vouches for Revamped VDOT: Long-Troubled Agency Could Handle

New Road Work if Tax Rise Is Approved, Governgr Savs (Post, Nov. I, 2002)

VEBOT Can Handle Sales Tax Funds, Warner Says (Post, Oct. 31, 2002: 1:15

PM)

An Inner Ambivalence On Tax Rise: Close-In Suburbs Like Raii But Don't

Want More Boads (Post, Oct. 31, 2002)

Va. Governor, Senator Urge Approval of Tax Increase (Post, Ocr. 30, 2002;

1177402
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2:03 PM;}

Tax Referendum Race Remains Tight: Ouispending Foes Doesn't Mean Win

2002)

On Tax, 2 Sides Appeal to Faithful; N.Va. Activists Work fer Turnout (Past,
Oct. 27, 2002}

Proponents Of Sales Tax Launch Ads: Both Sides in Va, Making Final Push
(Post, Oct. 25, 2002)

in Sales-Tax fssue, Two Sides of a $5 Billion Coin: Proposed Increase
Would Boost Mass Transit, hut Environmentalists See More Sprawl From
Spending (Post, Oct. 20, 2002}

Panels To Audit Transit Money; Wamer Backs Plan As Tax Vote Nears (Post,
Oct. 19, 2002)

Warner Creates Qversight Committees for Transportation Funds (Posr,
Oct. 18, 2002; 1:34 PM)

Rural N.Va. Awaits Impact of Sales Tax Money: Debate Brings Fate of Back
Roads to the Fore (Post, Oct. 18, 2002)

Sales Tax Referendum Gets Tech Support: Northern Virginia's Technology
Sector Wants Solution to Transportation Crigis (TechNews.com, Oct. 18, 2002)

Entrepreneur Sees Opportunity in Gridlock (TechNews.com, Oct. 18, 2002)

Va, Tax Advocates Appear to Have Fundraising Edge: Foes Mave Yet to
Report Donations (Pest, Ocr. 17, 2002}

Voters Weigh Transit Needs (Post, Oct. 14, 2002)

Campaign Veterans in Trenches For Fight on Tax Referendum: Leaders
Work at Grass-Roots Level 1o Turn Qut the Vote (Post, Oct. 13, 2002)

In Fairfax, School Panel Backs Tax: Board Says Measure Could Help
on (Post, Oct. 11, 2002)

Both Sides Make New Push on Tax Vote (Post, Oct. 9, 2007)

Wooing Environmentalists: Facts on Tax Issue Get Opposing Spins (os1,
Oct. 6, 2002}

Pitching Tax Rise to Region's Rim: Recovery at Issue, Warner Says in
Wooing Opposition-Rich Loudoun (Post, Oct. 4, 2002)

Voter Anger May Decide Fate of Sales Tax Proposal (Post, Oct. 3, 2002)

The Issue That Consumed N.Va.: Campaigns Qver Sales Tax Increase for
Transportation Raise Array of Concerns (Post, Sepr. 29, 2002}

Both Sides State Cases on N.Va. Sales Tax; Chamber Debate Airs
Arguments on Tradfic, Region’s Future (Post, Sept. 27, 2002)

26, 2002)

Virginia's Tax Referendum (Post, Sept. 25, 2002)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/metro/va/elections/referendum/ 11/7/02
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Warner Suggests Road-Tax Audits: Beviews Aimed at Bolstering Support
{(Post, Sepr. 25, 2002)

Tax Fight's Sides Add Muscle: Republicans Back Warner on Increase;

Sprawl Foes Join Debate (Post, Sepr. 24, 2002)

Roads Projects Wouldn't End N.Va.'s Misery: Ballot Measures Would Only
tase The Pain, Traffic Experts Say (Post, Sepr. 19, 2002)

No Middle of the Road in Qpinions on Proposed Tax Increase (Post, Sept.
19, 2002)

GOP Rift on Tax Could Be Boon for Proponents: Some Maderate
Republicans Support Increase in N, Va. (Post, Sepr. 18, 2002)

Coalition Forms to Oppose Tax Rise: Levy Propenents Raise $715,000
(Post, Sept. 17, 2002}

Fairfax Seen As Key to Tax Battle: Popufous, Diverse County Is Focus of
N.Va, Activists (Posrt, Sepr. 15, 2002)

Pr. William Qfficials Endorse Tax Rise: Split Voie Underscores
Transportation Dilemma (Post, Sept. 11, 2002)

Taking a Stand on Tax Proposal; Va.'s Young Republicans Blast Increase,
State Legislatars (Post, Sept. 8 2002)

Friends, Foes of Tax Increase See Prince William as a Prize: County |s
Home to Commuters, Opponents of Higher Levy (Post, Sept. 5, 2002)

Hot on the Trail of Fall Campaign Success: On Both Sides of Va, Tax Issue,
Activists Prepare Signs, Rhetoric (Post, Sepr. 3, 2002)

Higher Tax an Unknown Quantity: N.Va, Residents, Businesses Differ on
Possible Effects of Increase (Post, Aug. 28, 2002)

Tax Vote Couid Rev Up Special Senate Race: School Activist to Run in
Fairfax; Referendum Faceoff Looms (Post, Aug. 23, 2002)

Panel Plans Fair Shares Of Any N.Va. Road Funds: Guidelines Viewed As
Boost to Referendum (Post, Aug. 8, 2002)

GOP Reads Tea Leaves In Va, Vote (Post, Aug. 8, 2002)

New Transportation Panel as Diverse as Region (Posr, Aug. 8, 2002)

N.Va. Transportation Fund Guidelines Approved (Post, Aug. 7, 2002; 3:20
PM)

Plan for Tax Increase Fuels Va. Senate Race: Road, School Funds Top
es (Post, Aug. 5, 2002)

Referendum Could Fuel Dramatic Power Shift: Transportation Panel Bound
by Few Curbs (Post, Aug. 4, 2002)

Tax Vote Campaign Hits N.Va. Roadblocks: For Some, Support Stops Just
Short Of Endorsement (Posz, July 29, 2002)

Sales Tax Foes Lose in Court: Judge Allows Nov, 5 Votes (Post, July 24, 2002)

rdability: Supporters Salf

Backers of Va. Sales Tax Increase Tout Affore
Quter Areas: Foes Dispute

Improved Transit for Inner Suburbs, Roads ft
GCosts (Post, July 18, 2002)

Backers of Va. Sales Tax Increase Downplay VDOT; Foes Highlight It

http://www . washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/metro/va/elections/referendum/ 11/7/02



washingtonpost.com: Sales Tax Page 4 of 4

(Post, July 14, 2002)

N.Va. Tax Plan Gets Plug From Richmond: Warner Aides Deny Fiscal
Jeopardy (Post, July 10, 2002)

A
Pre

[ax Groups Diverse, United On Referendum: Baliot Opponents
re Fight (Post, June 14, 2002)

Suit Tries To Block Votes on Sales Tax: Violation Alieged Of Va.
Constitution (Post, June 11, 2002}

Local Roads Referendum Considered: Some Officials Fear Effect Of 2 Ballot
Proposals (Post, June 2, 2002)

Strategists Picked for Referendum Campaign; Wamer's Choices Have
Links to Both Parties (Post, May 74, 2002)

Fairfax Endorses Sales Tax Proposal; County 1o Consider Building Roads
Itself 1o Speed Local Projects (Post, May 7, 2002)

N.Va. Tax Vote Spreads the Goodies: Referendum's $2.8 Billion in
Transportation Projects Has Something for Everyone (Post, April 19, 2002)

Vigorous Foes Gird to Fight Va. Tax Vote (Post, April 16, 2002}

N.Va. Transit Referendum Resurrected: Wamer Finds Support For Sales

Warner Promises Tax Vote In N.Va.: Road Referendum May Be Added to Bill
{Post, March 12, 2002)

L.eaders Weigh Options for N.Va.: After Failure of Referendum Bid, Officials
to Look for Other Sources of Money (Past, March 11, 2002)

GOP Stops Ballot Proposal For N.Va.: Early Adiournment Prevents
Referendum ¢ Post. March 10, 2002)

Compromise on N.Va. Referendum Stalls; Warner Battles Speaker Qver
Sales Tax Bill 1o Fund Roads, Schools (Post, March 9, 2002)

Authorize Referendums in N.Va, (Post, March 8, 2002)
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